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r*v» Jost had a talk with Costa
Rica's Democratic President. His
name la Don Ricardo Jimenez, and

he waa elected two years aco by a ma

Jorlty rote of the people. This was

aa In spite of the opposition of the
administration sad the .Catholic Church
However, the voters told the priests
that they were electing a President
aad not a bishop, and they preferred
Don Ricardo. The new President is
;Demoeratlc In his administration, and
I am told he has even subleased a

part of the presidential mansion to

(private) parties to Increase the govern-
Blent revenues. It was In the audi¬
ence roam of this house that he re

celead me. The President is a man
of good education and fine address.
A lawyer by profession, he speaks *ev-

Sral languagea. snd It was In gees
American English that our converse
tlon waa carried on.

The Cnaainsaint of Centn Eleu.
But drat let me give you some idea

of the government of this little repub¬
lic Costa Rica Is the quietest and
beet ruled of sll Central America, and
Its presidents are the choice of the

people and not the r esult of revolu¬

tions, as In Nicaragua, Guatemala and
Hondaraa. The country got its inde¬

pendence* about seventy-three years
ago. snd.lt was In 1847 that it formally
adopted the title of the Republic of
Costa Rles. It now hss a President
gna) Congress, each elected for a term
of four years, and that only. The
President cannot have a second con-

eecufSve term. The manner of the
election Is by an electoral college,
Just aa la our custom at home. 1

asked President Jimenez what he
thought of this method He said It
was a mistake, snd that the best wan
would be to choose the executive by
the d'met vote of the people.
The President of Costa Rica has a

little different form of administra¬
tion than President Taft. He has a

cabinet, it la true, but he has also
a government council, which consists
of the cabinet and such other citizens
ss he may choose to appoint.' The
salary of the President is just about
one-ninth that of President Taft. He
gets a little over $8,000 a year, or.

in the money of this country, 18,000
Colones.

Centn Rica end the CnnnL
During our talk the Panama Canal

was referred to, and I asked His Excel- j
lency whet effect this would have!
upon Costa Rica. He replied that It!
would benefit It. Said he: j
It will open up some excellent)

lsnda. which we have not far from the {
coast on the western side of the)
mountains. There are large tracts
there which would raise the best of
coffee, and by the canal we shall be
able to have a cbeap outlet for that

crap to the markets of Europe. In
the paat we have been much hampered
by having only one railroad. I mean

that from here to Port Elmon on the

.Atlantic Coast. That road has been
controlled by the United Fruit Com¬

pany, whose chief interest is in the

shipment of bananas, and it has let

the coffee watt, knowing that It ha/1
'the monopoly and that there was no

other way for It to get to the coast.

We have bettered thst condition by
building a government railway to the
Pacific and we have now no trouble.
When the canel Is finished there will
he a demand for our Pacific Coast

lande aad that part of Costa Rica will

"W» expect also an Increase In our1
traffic on the Csribbesn side of the

mountains. A competition has arisen

.aa ta the trade in bananas, and with
two companies operating the business j
should greatly increase. The banana

Is, as you know, our chief money crop.

.It amounts to something Mke eleven

million bunches a year and sells for

ea.sen.nee and uajrard Our exports of

coffee are often In the neighborhood
of U.ses.eee per annum Coffee and

bananas are ear principal sources of

°The lavantmanla In CeeTee Lands.

la there mach undeveloped land in

Ceeta Rica, Tear Excellency?" asked
¦

"There la a great deal, but it needs
.capital to bring It i.nde- cultivation.

I"If we had that and the right ship¬
ping facilities we could produce nine

er tea times ss many bananaa as now

ana} could materially increase our of-

, fee plantations What we need is,'
'more money and I should be glad to

eee American capital brought here

j The trouble with yenr moneyed men.

. however. Is that they are too vision- j
new. Tan anew them s piece of rock |
erttk s Itttle gold in It. snd d-hey will

open their pocketbookg almost with-'
out Investigation Tbey may also put j
miwry Into bananas If they are prop-
BMW shown, but e sure thing lihe the.1
eeffee of Centn Rica they de not ap- I

"This land produces some of the beat j
eeffee at the world. The conditions of
cultivation sre well known, snd the;
opportunities far sneney-making la It J
are excellent I am honing that von t,

people will teks ap Ihn coffee lands
an the went coast aa sann aa the caaal
ts ones to trade '

"I suppose money Invested In Costa
a i aid ha safe*-- ssM I laterrega-

it n ¦als If put ta
. wets ewe regard ta
at tuten We have i

try. and you can huy land just as

safely here as you can at your home..
There Is no danger of revolutions an-t t

the conditions are <juite as reliable;
as anywhere in the world."
Why Costa Kara Has Xo Reveletieas.j
"Why la it. Your Excellency, that!

Costa Rica does not have revolutions?'
They are common in the other Cen-f
tral American Republics and also in

Mexico now."
"There are a number of reasons."

replied Don Ricardo "In the first

place this is a small country and our j
people have plenty to do to make a I
living without wanting to fight. Our

nation is a peace-loving one The
population is not like that of Guate¬
mala. Nicaragua and Honduras, whii-h
is largely composed of Indian blood
The most of our inhabitants are p:rej
whiles. You will see this as you walk
through the streets, and especially
out thro-iRh the country. You will see

many barefooted and the faces and
feet are as white as your own.

These people are the d«sccndanta of

Spaniards from the northern Part ofj
the Ibrrixn Peninsula. We have com- i
paratively few Indians and four anos- I

tors did not intermarry with them.
"Another reason why Costa Rica has

no revolutions." continued the Presi¬
dent, "is because the lands here are

very evenly distributed. We have a

large number of reai estate owners,
and nearly every countryman has his
own little farm with bis patch of ba¬
nanas, his garden of fruit, his fields
or vegetables or grain and his little
coffee plantation. The people will not
leave these to go out to fight, and you
cannot get them to take up arms

against the government. They- say
they cannot leave their farms, and
that it pays them to remain at home.
They realize they are far better off
without revolutions."

The Beeedery With Paaaasav

"What Is the population of Costa
Rica?"

"It is less than lon.ooo. but the coun¬

try could support many times that
number Costa Rica has an area larg¬
er than many of yo-jr States. It Is
bigegr than Maryland. Massachusetts
an-i I»e!aware combined"

"But you do not know Just what
land you h?ve? I understand that the
boundary between yn a. and Panama
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i» unsettled '*

"Tea. this Is so, hut the amount of
land In dispute is not great Tne
question of the boundary «ras first sub¬
mitted to President Loubet. the Pres¬
ident of the French republic, but his
decision was so manifestly unjust that
the question was again opened up, and
we have chosen the chief Justice of
the United States Supreme Court to

jarbitrate It. a b> mmisslon of Amer¬

icana Is now making the surveys and
mapping the boundaries, and It will
soon be satisfactorily settled. This
work Is costing a great deal of money,

however, and 1 am in* doubt whether
the cost will not more than equal
the value of the lands In dispute."
"What Is the feeling here as re-

[gards the United States?"
"It la friendly. We had some trou¬

ble with the United Fruit Company.
but that has passed away, and the

two natlona are on the best of terms.

We do most of our trading with you.
and you sell us over half of all that
we buy. The most of our coffee goes
to Europe, hut you still take the bulk
of our bananas. I am in hopes to see

the relations of the two countries come

closer and closer."
Eartk««akrs mm* the Canal.

The conversation here turned again
to the canal, and I said to President
Jimenez:
"You are living here in the earth¬

quake belt. Some of your cities have

been shaken out of existence and you
are aubject to volcanic disturbances
every few months. Do you think that

I the earthquakes will ever destroy the!
Panama Canal?" |

"I would not like to prophesy as to

that." was the reply. "I understand
that Panama has had but few earth¬

quakes, but one can never tell what

will come. You had better ask Col¬
onel Goethala that question."

. J dkl ask him." said I. "and hia

reply waa Vat «**«n the national
capital at Washington was crumbled
to earth by a quake that he would

be afraid for the canal, but not until
then."

"I am glad he is so confident." re¬

plied the President of Costa Rica. "I

wish I could he as sure of the safety

of my own little country."
Costa Rica's Debt.

I then asked the President some

questions as to the debt of Costa Rica.

He replied that this had now been

put on a sound financial basis, and
that both the foreign debt and the

internal debt would in time be paid,
j The foreign debt amounts to about

t seventeen million Colones, or some-

I thing like 18.006.009. and the Internal
I debt is much less. The foreign bond¬

holders met last January and approved
of the settlement proposed by Costa

Rica, and the debt has now been re¬

funded at something like 4 or I per

cent on par. but with a big discount

to the underwriters, as I am told.
The President of Costa Rica does not

consider a public debt a pefcllc bless¬

ing, but he believes that money

might be borrowed and If properly
expended it would be of great good
to Costa Rica.

I asked His Excellency what he

wouki do if be had $10.0*9.004 in hia

treasury. As quick as a flash he re¬

plied:
"I would build roads. That is the

crying need of this land. We have

practically no highways of commerce

except tlie line, of railway which

rr«»sse» the country from one side to

the other. The only roads to the In¬

terior are trails, and here and there

a wagon mvi. which during a part of

the year Is a river of mod. What

Costa Rica needs most is cheap trana-

| portatiofj. but I fear me It is long
! before we shall have what we should

in that line."
fwlitag «he Teeth) of the Treptes.
Durina our talk President Jireenex

ref»-red to the great work that has

been done at Panama In what some

one called "pulllna the teeth of the
tropics" I mean the sanitation meth¬
od* which have turned our Canal Zone

from beine the pest hole of the world

to one of the healthiest spots upon
earth. The President sa>s tha» our

work Is being studied by many of

the l*t!n American republics, and that

new health methods are being intro¬
duced everywhere. He referred to our

ficht with the hookworm and the dis¬

coveries mad' tu Porte Rl<-©. saying

that Costa Rl< a was fighting this

pa.a-it' in the same way.
The eoontty has a medical boar*,

which gtv<* hookworm medicine free

ef charge to all who appty. aee It as

sending physicians out to study the

disease *nd to treat the people. go

far hut little impression has been made

upon the health of the count r>. but the

work is at its beginning, and in time

it will de great good. Costa Rio« is

noted tor ita live interest in aanltary
matters ft I« new tmprnv/latg ihe

water« erha at Mm* Joe*, and is taring-
tns in mountain water through . aap*
s»*a*thing Hl» eighteen miles lor.g g

aew system of sewers is heiae; taten-
d'iced. and tber* are Mew York parties
here Who are puttlag down blocke ot
n-w streets wtth a view to making
contra* ts for reswvtag the casttsl

Indeed, i «ae tad* little laaafHU In¬
habited rrr what might he refir a, the

tastet np to «ata araarraaatea ssaaa** «jj
all the aauoaw of Central ImiiHi. it

IM still overloaded with the debts due
to the mistakes of the past, but never¬

theless it Is struggling along the road
of modern civilization. It has a good
school system. Education Is compul¬
sory, and it is said that there are more

teachers in the republic than soldiers.
There are 3i'.000 children in the prim¬
ary and secondary schools and there
are colleges of one kind or another In
most of the cities. The government is
spending almost $1 a head per an¬

num on its educational branch and the
cost for every pupil is estimated at $12
per year. At the same rate we should
be spending something like t90.000.000
per annum on our public schools.
The government has a secretary of

public instruction and the whole coun¬
try is divided up into circuits and
school. Each district has Its school
board and every circuit has its Inspec¬
tor, who goes about and examines the
schools and the teachers. Some ot
the high schools are supported entirely
by the national treasury, but these
have normal training departments to
supply teachers for the graded schools.
The normal schools are for both men
and women and they have many gov¬
ernment scholarships. As it is now
the national government buys all the

text books for the normal schools, but
except in the case of the poor, the
children have to buy their own books.

In addition to the native schools,
there Is a largo number of tho wealthy
Costa Kuans who send their children
abroad to be educated. Tho most ot
this class speaks several languages,
including the English. More of the
young men go to the United States for
their education than to Europe, and
many of the young women are sent to
tho colleges and convents of France.

Books and Bfevtnpnners.
One can see something of the liter¬

ary tastes of the Costa Edcan by a

look at the book stores of San Jose.
There are a number of excellent ones,

and in some you will find a good supply
of English. French ond German litera¬
ture, including our best magazines and
the New Orleans and New York daily

papers. As to the native press there
are a half dosen dailies published, but
they are mainly folios, and look like
postage stamps In comparison with the
blanket sheets of our Sunday journals.
The country has also weeklies,

monthlies and annuals. In Llmon pa¬
pers are published In both English and
'Spanish, and here at the capital is one

journal which Is .printed for the most

part In red typ«. The advertising rated
of the dailiea are something Ilka 93
an Inch a month, or 13 cents per Inch]
for each Insertion. The paper-need *a

} poor and the illustrations axe atrocH
ous. 3

Costa Rica haa a good poataltsjUlaaw,
There are about 200 post-offrces, and
the postal matter y received in dispatch
amounts to about' 7,000.000 packages-a
year. It has numerous telegraph Of-
flees, and there Is a wireless which)
works between Lamon and Boras dal
Toro. As to the rates for telegrams
and rabies, these are exceedingly coee-

ly. Everything is taxed, and yon pay
a fixed rate for your telegram and| a
tax for each ten words In addition, I
sent a cable to Washington yeateresiy«
and It cost me over CO cents a word,
and to this I had to add about 17 cents
for each ten words or less as the Costa
Rlcan tax and 50 cents more aa the |
Nlcaraguan tax, because my cable meo- g
sage passed tnrough Nicaragua on fts
way to our capital. Indeed, the way |
things are taxed here is a sin. Every-w
thing pays a license, and« the govern*
merits itself makes all the alcoheaaj
But of these things I maydwrite
In the future.

Vfellikrotm^
Vi»*' l«7. fc.MWe hold every credit transaction,
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Opportunity
for a Cozy

Bed Room
Suite

$35 RHroom Suites.$24
$45 Bedroom Suites. $36
$55 Bedroom Suites. $44
$65 Bedrriotn Suites. $52
$75 Bedroom Suites. $49

$100 Bedroom Suites. $ftv
$125 Bedroom Suites. $44
$15<> Bedroom Suites.$115
$31 T> Bedroom Suite*. $144

Extra Special
Bargain

as long as they last.

300to.tjf. fmxdmm
UdbrdkStaab

sold $3.50 to $5.00.
sacrificed at

f

Bargains
in Dining
Room
Furniture
$15.00 Buffets_-$4.7*
$20.00 Buffets.$14.25'
$25 00 Buffets.$14-75
$35.00 Buffets.$24-75
$6.50 Dining Tables... $4.91,

$10.00 Dining Tables... $7Jan»
$15 00 Dininc Tables.. .$11J
$2000 Dining Tables.. .$14.1
$50.00 Dining Tables...$2X59 i

Brass Bed Economy
$1^ BR.VSS BEDS $12#00
$;rBKAsSBEDS ||$|J|

S22.00
^ $29.50

$32.00$40 00 BR \S> REDS
now.

Floor Coverings
Druggets. $9.59 to $59.99.
Carpets from 39c up to $1.75 yard
Mittings from 12 .c up tu 49c

>ard.

rorueres
AH color?, some fringed. i,<hers arfrh

new irrperuI edge.

$1.75 to $15.00

Parier
THREE-PIECE.

SJvOn Parlor Suites
$jOO0 Parlor Suites

$40 00 Parlor Man
$ ¦ Parlor Suites
$30 00 Parier Suites ,

$ ." . Pirlor Suites
$«non ffcjafaS, Suite* .

f/,; on P-»r|/Tr Suite« .

$7' vi f'.i-lnr Suite*

$14.59
$22-54V

$22-59
$27.99
$49.99

Loth's Air BI it Heaters
ABSOLUTELY AIRTIGHT FOR ALL FUELS.

The hf^t hooting prrtposition for hard mal. >oft coal coke etc.. ever mad*?. A*k }W neighbor
who u«c one.

Ha* k>t« of imitator*, but thr Original ran onlv br had at our st<->r<\

The Tine for Fm-t Up Yoir Hose for Fail and Winter b Now Here
Take advantage of this sale at Steel Ranges. SL

this week, $9.98. Others up to $50.

Hopte Funuture Company, Inc.
Ja« West Broad St. Richmond, Vat


